
Quakers
Come to

West Falmouth



George Fox

• Founded the Religious Society of Friends
• First public preaching in 1647
• Called “Quakers” because Fox bade them to 

tremble in the presence of the Lord
• There is “that of God” in every person, men 

and women alike
• God can speak directly without benefit of 

clergy



Quaker Beliefs

• Since God was everywhere, 
anyone could preach

• Worship in silent waiting with 
people speaking as the Spirit 
moved them

• Equality was fundamental
• Peace Testimony
• “Honest and fair dealing”



Quakers come to the New World

• First Quaker missionaries set sail for New 
England in 1656, only 9 years after Fox’s first 
public sermon

• Quakers were treated differently in different 
parts of New England, from severe persecution 
in Boston to tolerance in Rhode Island and 
Pennsylvania



Quaker Mary Dyer going to the gallows in Boston

• Mary Fisher and Ann Austin were 
first Quakers to come to the New 
World in 1656

• They came to Boston where they 
were whipped and imprisoned 
with the intention of starving 
them

• Nicholas Upsall, a respected 
Puritan, bribed a guard to give 
them food and became 
sympathetic to their cause

• The two women were sent back to 
Barbados

• Nicholas Upsall was fined and 
banished



Rhode Island provided
a refuge for Quakers



The Embarkation of the Pilgrims 
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The Bowerman House



Colonial West Falmouth

Map by Barbara A. Bunker
The Book of Falmouth



Marker for original West Falmouth Friends Meeting House
F.M.H. 1720



Old Quaker Burial Ground, West Falmouth





Newport Friends Meeting House, 1699

Alton Friends Meeting House, 
Alton, UK 1672





Blacksmith Shop






