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Library Staff from left to right - 
Wendy Wilkerson, Angie Celia, Susan Speer, 

Suzy Bergmann, Susan Carliss
Not pictured: Pam Stokes 

Story Time with Miss Angie! 



2023 has been a very busy year at The West Falmouth Library! Our incredible staff continues to
provide patrons with a first-class library experience, always going above and beyond what is asked or
expected of them. An increase in circulation numbers verifies that our patrons continue to value the
Library's core mission. Notably, our programming has also increased both in the numbers of
programs, as well as the breadth of subjects and experiences.

Our wine tasting evenings have been very successful and perhaps epitomize many of the elements that
make The West Falmouth Library the gem that it is. Those elements are the gracious volunteerism of
our knowledgeable sommelier Stephen Bodell, the lovely setting of our Community room and garden,
as well as a vibrant community coming out to have a great evening and support the Library!

Our partnerships with CLOC and Falmouth Jazz have provided patrons with wonderful opportunities
to enjoy world class music right in our own backyard!

The Library continues to provide a comfortable setting for our Mahjong and Bridge players, as well as
the Seaside Knitters. Our Children’s Librarian helps our younger patrons learn to engage with
language through stories, songs and activities.

The outstanding work of the volunteers of our dedicated book-sorting group has resulted in a great
used book sale, as well as an ongoing book sale carved into a cozy corner of the lower level of the
library. All proceeds, of course, go to support the Library.

Our Library community came out in full force this year to celebrate the beginning of the summer
season at our annual Garden Party. Jane’s Garden looked beautiful thanks to our hard-working
garden committee. The weather cooperated, we toasted the memory of our former board chair, Carlyn
Ellms, and enjoyed a glorious evening!

Our Board has been blessed by the addition of two wonderful new members: Sarah Adams and
Charles Roussel.They have each brought new perspectives as well as great energy and unique skill sets
to our day-to-day operations. As we go forward, their skills, energy, and vision will be critical as we
work on our Long-Term Strategic Plan. Carolyn Doyle, who has been a valued Board member since
2012 will be stepping off the Board. Her signature graciousness and attention to detail will be sorely
missed.

As the Library continues its 126-year tradition of being a natural gathering place in our community,
the Board of Directors finds itself wrestling with very serious fiscal challenges. It is clear that, while the
Library has never experienced more people enjoying the Library and all that it offers, the cost of
keeping our doors open has increased beyond what our present revenue streams can sustainably
support.

We have always used a draw from our endowment as one source of revenue to support our operations.
Over the last two years, our draw has increased beyond the acceptable and sustainable rate of
approximately 5%. To help rectify this--and to put the Library on a better financial footing--The
Board of Directors unanimously voted to embark on a Capital Campaign to enhance our endowment
by $1.1 million. All donations to this Campaign, as well as assistance from patrons to work on the
campaign, are deeply appreciated. The Board views this Campaign as critical to ensuring that the
Library continues to be here for the next generation of patrons. 

Onward,
Kathleen Bryson, President
Board of Directors



Investment Committee Report

After large losses in the market last fiscal year, it was nice to net 8.6% overall in our capital/investment
account for this fiscal 2023. The Investment Committee meets with our investment advisors at Cape Cod Five
to review performance against the benchmarks and adherence to the asset allocation guidelines, both of
which are within acceptable ranges set by our Investment Policy. We had $1,389,715 in capital invested assets
at the beginning of the year, and $1,497,973 as of June 30, 2023.

We voted to pay off our outstanding mortgage due to rising interest rates. The total paid was $156,962,
including interest.

A draw on investments of more than 5% is not sustainable. The Board has been working hard to increase our
capital. Almost $300,000 was raised this year, but to return to a prudent draw, we need much greater
amounts of invested capital. Donations to the capital investment funds are encouraged and gratefully
received. We also encourage our great supporters to remember the library in your will. 

Our income for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2023 was less than budgeted, due to missing our target for the
Annual Appeal. For the second year in a row, we had to draw down more than a prudent 5% from our
investment account; the draw rate was 6.8%. We came in under budget on expenses, with belt tightening in
most categories. The June Garden Party was a terrific success, and big boost to our bottom line. A great deal
of what happens at the library is done by volunteers. Without the time and labor of our volunteers, we would
not be able to continue our level of services. For example, Chapoquoit Landscaping mows our lawn as a
great in-kind donation. The volunteer book sort group works hard all year long preparing for our annual
book sale. We are very grateful for all our volunteers, and welcome anyone who would like to join.



The West Falmouth Library’s Board of Directors would like to thank the donors, individuals and
foundations, for their generous gifts. We have raised $445,845 (40%) to date toward the
endowment campaign, which is critical to the future of our Library.

If you have not given to date, please donate to help us preserve our community treasure.
If you would like to receive more information about the campaign, or if you have any questions,
please don't hesitate to get in touch with Kathy Bryson at bryson.kathleen@gmail.com 
or (617) 331-4352.

To honor and recognize the generosity of our donors, those giving at or above the $1,000 level
over a three-year pledge period will be recognized on a donor wall in the Library.

Mr. and Mrs. Fawzi Abdulrazak
Ms. Sarah Adams
Dr. and Mrs. John Allen
Anonymous
The Austin Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Barron
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bergmann
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bodell
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bogosian
Ms. Gilda Brancato and Mr. Elliot Polebaum
Ms. Terry Breidenbach
Mr. and Mrs. William Bryant
Mr. and Mrs. David Bryson
Mr. David Bryson and Ms. Gillian Boeve
Mr. James Callahan
Mrs. Janice Campbell
Cape Cod Five Charitable Foundation
Ms. Susan Challenger
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Coles
Ms. Janet Collins
Ms. Joan Cribben
Ms. Elizabeth De La Vega and Mr. Paul Sarkisian
Mr. and Mrs. David Donahue
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Doyle

Donors in bold have given at 
or above the $1000 level.



Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Egleston
Ms. Carlyn J. Ellms *
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fallon
Dr. and Mrs. Raine Gilbert
Drs. John and Lyn Gould
Dr. and Mrs. David Gouveia
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Grayson
Dr. Howard Green and Dr. Elisabeth McSherry Green
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Grosslein
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Harley
Ms. Charlotte Harris and Ms. Mary Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. William Hassett
Gordon T. Heald Fund Of The Cape Cod Foundation
Mr. Richard Iliff
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jackson
Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Johnson
Mrs. Katharine King
Mr. and Mrs. H. Giles Knight
Mrs. John Langford
Ms. Jacqueline Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lundquist
Mr. Charles McCaffrey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McLaughlin
Mr. Sheldon Lowenthal
Mr. and Mrs. James Menashi
Ms. Leslie Morrissey
Mrs. Pamela T. Olson
Ms. Diane Paul
Pia Mezzacappa Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
Mr. Mark Polebaum and Mrs. Diane Buhl
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rapisarda
Mr. and Mrs. John Re
Mr. Charles Roussel and Mr. Jim McIlvain
Mr. Frederick Seeley
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Shearer
The Sholley Foundation
Ms. Lynn Walter and Mr. Mark Snyderman
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Speer
Mr. Jay Stein and Ms. Gretchen Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Storms
Reverend Nancy Strickland
Mr. Frederic Taylor
Mrs. William Traver
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Tucholke

deceased

Mrs. Nina Webber
Mr. and Mrs. John Weyand
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Whitney
Dr. William Wittman

Meeting Cali the Triton Cockatoo at 
Amazing Animal Ambassadors 

Getting up close with a tarantula at 
Amazing Animal Ambassadors



West Falmouth Library is an independent, non-profit library, and 
continues to be an essential and integral part of the community, thanks
to those who support the Library in so many ways. The Library’s
budget relies on fundraising events, the annual fund, grants and the
endowment fund to provide financial support for continued operation.
We are grateful to all who contribute each year to keep the Library
functioning as a vibrant community resource. 

WAYS TO GIVE TO THE WEST FALMOUTH LIBRARY 

The West Falmouth Library is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization and
will provide a receipt allowing you to claim a tax deduction as allowed
by law. Gifts of any size are appreciated and the following describes the
wide range of giving options available. Gifts may be made in honor or
in memory of someone special to you. Please note that the fiscal year
runs July 1 through June 30. We are grateful to all who contribute each
year. 

Online Giving - Make a gift online by visiting westfalmouthlibrary.org
and clicking the “Support the Library” tab on the homepage. 

Check - Please make your check payable to West Falmouth Library and
mail to: West Falmouth Library, PO Box 1209, West Falmouth, MA
02574 

Corporate Matching Gifts - Many companies have matching gift
programs that enhance a charitable gift made by an employee. 

Individual Retirement Account - Make a charitable contribution directly
from your IRA to the West Falmouth Library to take 
advantage of tax benefits and support the Library. 

Estate Plans - The Development Committee can assist those who wish
to include the Library in their estate plans or make gifts of stock. These
gifts can help sustain the Library operations for future 
generations. Please email westfalmouthlibrary@gmail.com or call the
Library at (508) 548-4709 . 



Susan Challenger
Child Family Trust
Tucker Clark
Dennis and Gaye Clough
Ben Coffin
Jan Collins
Sally Collinson
Michael and Christina Connolly
Maria Connolly
Alden and Frances Cook
Molly Cornell
Grant and Jenny Cos
Jim and Laura Costello
Elizabeth Craig
Dennis and Lucy Cribben
Harriett Crocker
Cynthia Dauphin
John and Beverly Densler
Linda DeYoung
Elizabeth Donnelly-Gross
Mark and Jill Downs
Charles and Deborah Eastman
Hillary and Thomas Egan
Oliver and Margaret Egleston
Lisa Eilers
Henry and Judith Ellis
Susan Ellis
Robert and Pat Engel
Lynne Falkinburg
Ro and Joanne Fallon
Cynthia Farren and Rose Bourne
Rosemary Fassett
Douglas Faulkner
Aaron and Melissa Fein
Philip Fernandez and Marla McGowan
Joseph and Gitta Ferra
Robert and Winnie Fitzpatrick
Delia Flynn
Eugene and Karen Flynn
Jenn Foley

Sarah Adams
Christopher Allen and Debra Cookson
John and Gabrielle Allen
Amy Alvarado
Forbes and Candace Anderson
Mike and Marie Angelini
Anonymous
Martha Asendorf
Laura Bard
Neil Barkin
Jack and Helen Barnes
Susan Baur
James and Barbara Becker
Benjamin Moore & Company
Paul and Laura Berlinguet
The Blanche Bernardin Roussel Fund
Amy Bernstein
Denise Bishop
Steven and Susan Bissonnette
Robert and Wendy Blomberg
Stephen and Adria Bodell
Richard and Jessica Bonzagni
Gary Borisy and Sally Casper
Gilda Brancato and Elliot Polebaum
Terry Breidenbach
Barry and Jane Brenner
Bill and Debbie Bryant
David and Kathy Bryson
Michael and Alicia Buccino
Nelson Burdick and Mary Royer
Arthur and Booje Calfee
Jim Callahan
Brian and Doris Cameron
Janice Campbell
James and Cheryl Cappelini
Glen and Susan Carliss
David and Martha Casiles
Dianne Cassidy
Craig and Deborah Cerretani
Thomas and Janet Chadie

Perfect night to dance and listen to
PanNeubean Steel

New seed library



Margi Ford
Kenneth Foreman and Anne Giblin
Thomas and Cynthia Furtado
Bridget Gabriel
Susan Garland
Tamsen George
Joseph and Lucia Giangrasso
Margaret Gifford
Sara Giguere
Raine and Clara Gilbert
Timothy Gill and Susan Pendleton
Gregory and Barbara Gillis
James and Kathy Ginley
Vincent and Marie Goggin
Edward and Lois Goldberg
Paul Goodof
John and Lyn Gould
David and Janice Gouveia
James and Mary Gray
Edward and Alice Grayson
Frederic Greenman
James Griglun
Marvin and Avis Grosslein
Suzanne Hammett
Penelope Hare
Arthur and Maurie Harlow-Hawkes
Charlotte Harris and Mary Harris
Richard and Johanna Harrison
William and Catherine Hassett
Hawks Hill Association
Linda Heald
James Heald
Mary Heard
Kenneth and Kristen Heisler
Kevin and Beth Hines
Ellen Hocker
Beatrice Holden
Catherine Holmes
Richard and Susan Houghton III
Dawn Houghton
Faith Hughes
Paul and Elizabeth Hughes
Paul and Karen Hunsicker

Darcy and Mary Hunter
John and Jeanne Hynes
Richard Iliff
Mike and Jane Jackson
Todd and Caroline Jackson
Leonard and Pattie Johnson
George and Irene Jones
George and Eltie Kahler
Allen and Ruthann Katzen
Kenneth Keenan
Cynthia Kelly
Thomas and Martha Kennedy
Katharine King
Mark and Polly Kisiel
Arthur Klipfel and Gwendolen Noyes
Lindsay Knowlton
Walter and Carol Knox
Raymond Koch and Gemma Halpin-Koch
Richard and Bernice Kumins
Brandon and Wendy L'Herault
Marnie Langford
Jacqueline Lee
David and Hallie Lee
William and Gail Levine
James and Caroline Lloyd
Mark and Arlene Lowenstein
Barbara Marcks
Natalie Mariano and Shelley Fenily
Susan Marlatt and Christine Waters
William and Kristina Matsch
Alexander and Melinda McAra
John and Daphne McCarthy
Kevin and Lynn McLaughlin
Walter and Frances McLean
Dawn McNally
Scott McNamara and Krista Hennessy
Michael McNaught
Howard and Elizabeth McSherry-Green
Paul and Judy McTiernan
Deborah and Herb Meiselman
Jim and Ann Menashi
Ben and Pia Mezzacappa
Bobbie Miner



Leslie Morrissey
Mark and Wendy Murphy
Basam and Kim Nabulsi
Albert Nagel
Phil Nehro
Jefferey and Anne Ryan Newman
Joyce Nicholson *
William S Nicholson Trust
Hope O'Connell
Daniel and Hillary O'Connor
Jessica O'Connor
Sho and Linda Ohkagawa
Pamela Olson
Jan Orfe
Robert and Rita Pacheco
Michael and Julie Palmieri
Willow Pasley
Pauli Pendleton
Elizabeth Perrin
Margaret Pierce
Terrence and Victoria Powell
Ilene Prashker
Frank Prendergast
Glen and Ellen Pulsford
Elizabeth Quigley
Alician Quinlan
Paul Rapisarda and Wendy Sullivan
Richard and Susan Ratzan
John and Heather Re
John Reed and Helen Hollingsworth
Donna Reid
John and Judith Remondi
Mary Rice
Alan and Debbie Rottenberg
Carl and Bette Ruggles
Mohammed and Markid Saab
Susan and Cristiano Santostefano
Robert and Anne Schmalz
Carol Schwamb
Frederick Seeley
David and Maryanne Seibold
Andrew and Pamela Selden
Paul and Amy Sellers
Dan and Deb Shearer deceased

Paul and Amy Sellers
Dan and Deb Shearer
Patricia Sluder
Kenneth Stephens
Edward Stimpson *
Alice Swift
Daniel and Ann Swift
John and Carol Swirbliss
Peter and Maria Symasko
Todd and Katey Taylor
Kathleen Taylor
Bonnie Thomas
Janet Totten
Dan and Sandy Trainor
Belle Traver
Sheryl Trezise
Catherine Triggs
Brian and Anita Tucholke
David and Nancy Twichell
Roman Tybinko and Helen
Mangelsdorf
Martha Vaccaro
James Vieira and Pamela
Truesdale
Stacey Washkowitz
Nina Webber
West Falmouth Village
Association
Jeff and Suellen Wheeler
Tom and Robin Wheeler
Allison Brewster White
Barbara White
David and Cathy Williamson
Milt and Sue Williamson
Joyce Wright
Robert and Lynn Young
Lucy Young
David and Abigail Young
Carla Zavorskas
Howard and Elise Zimmon
Judith Ziss
Robert and Lisa Zuar



In Memory of Susan Royer

In Memory of Ann Stephens

In Memory of Barea Seeley

Nelson Burdick and Mary Royer

Kenneth Stephens

Frederick Seeley

In Memory of Daniel J. Triggs
Catherine Triggs

In Memory of Lucy Stone
Howard and Elizabeth 
McSherry-Green

In Memory of Moira Shea

Laura Bard
Robert and Winnie Fitzpatrick
George and Irene Jones
William Wittman

In Memory of Marcia Stephenson
David and Hallie Lee

In Memory of Edward Stimpson

John and Helen Barnes
Paul Goodof
Frederic Greenman
James Griglun
Penelope Hare
Milton and Sue Williamson

Rosemary Fassett

In Memory of Lyn McNaught
Michael McNaught

In Memory of Arthur F. Hennessey, Jr
Raine and Clara Gilbert

In Memory of Clifford O'Connell

In Memory of Edward Hughes

Hope O'Connell

John and Lyn Gould

In Memory of Mary Mangelsdorf
Roman Tybinko and Helen Mangelsdorf 

In Memory of Paul Jones
Hillary and Thomas Egan

In Memory of 
Reverend Christina Laurie
Amy Alvarado
Arthur and Booje Calfee
Cynthia Farren and Rose Bourne
Ellen Hocker
Dawn Houghton
Kenneth Keenan
Lindsay Knowlton
Deborah and Herb Meiselman
Stacey Washkowitz

In Memory of Sheila and Ross Osler
Alicia Quinlan

In Memory of Lloyd S. Beckett Jr.
James and Caroline Lloyd

In Memory of Kathleen Downs
Mark and Jill Downs

In Memory of Carlyn J. Ellms
James and Barbara Becker
Gary Borisy and Sally Casper
David and Kathy Bryson
Jim Callahan
Child Family Trust
Ben Coffin
Oliver and Margaret Egleston
Tamsen George
James Griglun
Penelope Hare
Hawks Hill Association
Mary Heard
Darcy and Mary Hunter
Brandon and Wendy L'Herault
Bobbie Miner
Pamela Olson
Jan Orfe
Janet Totten
Brian and Anita Tucholke
David and Cathy Williamson
Milt and Sue Williamson
Howard and Elise Zimmon

In Memory of Stephen Fassett

In Memory of Kelly Ford
Margi Ford

In Memory of Sue Griglun
Hawks Hill Association
John and Heather Re
Andrew and Pamela Selden

In Memory of Jane Heald
Robert and Lisa Zuar

In Memory of Gretchen Partridge
James Griglun
Catherine Holmes
Glen and Ellen Pulsford

In Memory of Wyn Roussel
The Blanche Bernardin 
Roussel Fund Jane's Garden



In Honor of Charles McCaffrey

In Honor of Kathy Bryson

In Honor of  Rene Voorhees

In Honor of Joyce Nicholson

In Honor of  Library Board and Staff

In Honor of  Pamela Stokes

Elizabeth Craig
Paul and Elizabeth Hughes

William S. Nicholson Trust

Thomas and Janet Chadie

Pamela Olson

Susan Ellis

Elizabeth De La Vega and Paul Sarkisian

In Honor of Susan Carliss
Carla Zavorskas

In Honor of Susan Zimmerman
Edward and Lois Goldberg

In Honor of Suzanne Hammett
Margaret Pierce

In Honor of Wendy Wilkerson
Carla Zavorskas

In Honor of West Falmouth Library Staff
John and Lyn Gould
Pamela Olson

David and Kathy Bryson
Chapman Funerals & Cremations 
Chapoquoit Landscaping
Ellms Family 
Delia Flynn
Dorinda Goodman
Sue Hughes
Valerie Oppenheim
Rita Pacheco
Charles Roussel and Jim McIlvain
Mimi Schlichter
West Falmouth Market



Sustainer 
Bryson Family
Cape Cod 5 Cent Savings Bank
Michael Gilbert Family
M. Duffany Builders
Sotheby’s International Realty: Susan Challenger,
Annie Hart Cool, Daren Marvin, Kerrie Marzot

Benefactor
Allied Septic
Chapoquoit Landscape
Ermine Lovell
Eulinda's Ice Cream
Falmouth Cultural Council
Falmouth Toyota
Martha's Vineyard Savings Bank
Pia Mezzacappa - Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine
Seafood Sam's
The Valle Group 

Patron
Chapman Funerals & Cremations 
Salt Architecture
Skip & Suzy Bergmann 

Donor
Bourget Law Group
Compass Cape Cod: Diana Lucivero

Friend
Downs Sign Shop & Art Gallery
West Falmouth Veterinary Clinic



Sarah Adams
Skip Bergmann
Adria Bodell
Steve Bodell
Carly Borken
Naomi Borken
Sadie Borken
Kathy Bryson
David Bryson
Susan Challenger
Sally Chandler
Claudia Clifford
Gaye Clough
Jan Collins
Christine Craus
Linda Creed
Jane Cress
Jason Cullinane
Ali Dowd
Carolyn Doyle
Connie Duffy
Margaret Egleston
Oliver Egleston
Carlyn Ellms
Margi Ford
Tammy Gilbert

Dorinda Goodman
Mary Gray
Ed Haddad
Gemma Halpin-Koch
Charlotte Harris
Mary Harris
Elaine Hickey
Joan Holden
Deb Knight
Gile Knight
Christine Kraus
Jacqueline Lee
Charles McCaffrey
Nancy McDonald
Jim McIlvain
Pia Mezzacappa
Maggie Mitchell
Leslie Morrissey
Nancy Nemetz
Rita Pacheco
Julie Palmieri
Heather Re
Charles Roussel
Bette Ruggles
Lynn Shepherd
Carol Swirbliss
Daphne Wilkerson



Abigail Clough is our 2023 Hennessey Scholarship
recipient. She is a recent graduate of Falmouth High
School. Abigail is deeply rooted in West Falmouth
through many generations. Abigail also has a long
history of engagement at the West Falmouth Library,
including a special relationship with the late, great
Lucy Wood!

Abigail is a young woman whose faith has been a
centering force in her life. Her faith is deep and
abiding.  

Her counselors speak in glowing terms about her and
it is easy to see why. They describe her as an amazing
young woman who is a truly great student with strong
leadership abilities.  Abigail has already demonstrated
that she has everything it takes to be a great in college
and great in life! She will pursue a degree in education
at Messiah University.

Emily Allen is the recipient of our 2023 Colonial Scholarship. She
 is a recent graduate of Falmouth High School. Her transcript has a
definite theme which begins and ends with the letter A!

Emily delivered a Ted style Talk on The Power of Being Ordinary. It
is a talk aimed at her fellow seniors at this critical moment of their
lives. Rejecting the negative connotation of ordinary, Emily
encourages her class mates to appreciate the wonder and marvel of an
ordinary life, by calling on them to use their strength to redefine
success. She urges them to seek a quieter, happier life characterized by
personal growth, close relationships, community involvement and
physical health.  

According to Emily’s counselors, she is that perfect blend of
“relentless determination to succeed, great intellectual capacity and
shy soft-spokenness.”

We are confident of Emily’s future success based on her impressive
level of achievement thus far. Emily plans to major in Biology at the
University of Massachusetts in Amherst.  

Emily Allen (L) 
and Abigail Clough (R)

2023 Scholarship recipients and family
with Kathy Bryson, president of the

Library Board of Directors



T H E  H I S T O R I C  C O M M U N I T Y
L I B R A R Y  I N  W E S T  F A L M O U T H  

(508) 548-4709
westfalmouthlibrary@gmail.com
www.westfalmouthlibrary.org
Find us on Facebook

Please patronize our generous sponsors!


